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PREFACE 



ORIGIN OF THE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA. 

In the first biennial report, 1893, Charles Aldrlch, founder 
and curator of the State Historical Department of Iowa, detailed 
its origin and purpose in the following language : ■ 

Seed for tlte Depart m- 

la progreSB for many yea.ra — In some frain their flrai 
cuneln. the model western state In this regard, has been engaged in this 
work flfty years. Kansas for nearly half that period. Possibly a like effort 
might have been Instituted at the capital of Iowa, but the founding of the 
State Historical Society at iowa City, In the year IS&T, had the effect to in- 
spire a belief that that organliatlon was taking adequate care of this Impor- 
tant interest. Such a result, however, was an ImposHlblllty. for the society 
was destitute of the necessary funds. True, the orKanisaClsn has been kept 
up until now. The members, individually, have done everything In their 
power to Increase the, collections, • • • All that the members could do was 
done, but no such Institution, thus meagerly supported, can attain the ends 
sought. Meantime, the years were rolling by. The early settlers of the 
State were rapidly disappearing, either by death or removal to other regioas. 
and all their recollections of pioneer times were fading away. Their places 
were occupied by new comers, who could not reasonably be expected to take 
much Interest or pride In the Iowa of early days, for the reason that they 
knew little about It. and little of Its history had been preserved. 

Waale of Materlalt. No complete collection of our early public documents 
was In existence, and but few of the pioneer newspapers had been preserved. 
Precious books, which will one of these days be worth their weight In gold. 

were so fading from public knowledge as In many cases Co have become al- 
most wholly forgotten. Our prehistoric pottery and stone Implements were 
being gathered up and largely sent abroad to enrich the museums and col- 
lections of other states. Even the foHslla secured by one of our geological 
surveys, and costly engraved plates for their Illustration — paid for by the 
State — met the same fate. To see and study these fossils at this time 
neuesBltates a Journey to an eastern city. They would today form a most 
valuable addition — these "type specimens" — to a collection In our own capl- 
tol; but no effort was ever made to keep them here or at any other place In 
Iowa. If Iowa owned them now, no proposition to part with them would be 
entertained by anybody. While our statesmen upon the rostrum boasted the 
absence of Illiteracy In Iowa, and pointed with pride to the magnldcent rec> 
ord of Iowa soldiers during the great civil war. It was continually pleaded 
that this State, free from debt, could not aRord to collect the necessary data 
for her own history, nor preserve from waste the archieologlcal treasures 
yielded by her own soil, or even mementos of our early settlers and soldiers. 
It is a fact not to be proud of — a strange anomaly — that so many of the pub- 
lic documents published by State authority prior to 1860 are not now In the 
capltol nor represented In any collection. Of many, not a single copy Is 
known to be In existence, nor Were the originals preserved in the offices 
whence they emanated. It Is to stop this waste — to repair, as far as prac- 
ticable, the losses which have already occurred, to build up collections In- 
cidental to such work, and contributing greatly to Its usefulness and to the 
everyday instruction and enjoyment of the people, to save up precious mate- 
rials which shall illustrate to future times the history of our own, that the 
efforts of the Historical Department have been devoted during the year and 
a half of Us existence. That these are worthy ends no one. 1 believe, will at 
this day question. 

Original Stepi, The history of the origin of this effort may be briefly 
'-!ed as follows: In the year 1S81, Mrs. Aldrlch and I presented to 
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nake further addlttonH 

Its of the celebrities rei- , „ 

__ _ _ccepted. In due time a. case was made, antl later on 
another, from funds appropriated to furnlshlnK the edifice. But no one else 
was wlUlnB to undertake to arrange the materials In the paH»a. I was. 
therefore, compelled to come to Des Moines and do this woi 

enterprise fall. We also continued to make additions to the C' 

by purchase and solicitation. In 1888 the two caaes were filled to overtlow- 

1 — -_j . ided. The legislature that session put an Item in 

'" allowing tl.OOD to be expended for the care 

, __ ._. literature, art and science, which should be 

presented to the State. Of this the sum of tt>00 was used In building two 
more cases. 

Moral Support. But when the Pioneer l4iw Makers' Association held 
their second reunion, In the winter of 1890, the Collection was made the sub- 
ject of commendatory resolutions. In which the legislature ■ 

was earnestly requested to sur''- "- '- ' '" - 

visited the two Rouses and pi 
action a bill was passed by the 
■ ■ - appropriating t 

— -- ----. ^^Upon^l 

teen of the state Library to prosecute me wors, wiin an allowance oi »iuu 
per month during the year 1890 and '31. I continued, therefore, lo Increase 
and strengthen the original collection, as well as to collect data for State 
history. I bad no rooms at the time, and ithe accumulations were simply 
piled up In a corner. At the next meeting of the Pioneer Law Makers' 
AsBociatloii this work was made the sublect of a further appeal to the legis- 
lature Many of the leading newspapers of the State had commended It. 
urging the founding of s permanent Historical Department in the State 
House. Governor Larrabee spoke of our work very kindly In his biennial 
message of 1890, as also did Qovernor Boles in 1892. 



Ftr»t Legiataiion. As a result of this agitation a bill was Introduced in 
■ Ronate by Col. C. H. Gatch of Folk coumy, providing for the establlah- 
1 Historical Department, . and making the original "Aldrich Collec- 



tion" a part of the work. This bill passed the Senate by a unanimous v 
and the House by ST yeas to 11 nays. It also provided for 'ihe appolntn 

of a Curator, who should hold his office six yen-" ■"■■- " ' "■ 

rooms in the capltol, originally designed foi 

were set apart for this purpose. The work li 

the eight Trustees of the Iowa State Library. a< a mei 

purpose of organizing the Department. I was appointed Cur 

approval of the Trustees I appointed Hon. B. F. Gue as r 

new rooms were opened on the drst day of July, 189Z. 

That the State she 
Museum, wherein shou 
State and National hli 

natural history, geology, arehBeology, numismatics. 

bring together, would seem to have become the i 

Such an Institution should be kept growing, foi _ ... 

dead museum." There is apparentt)/ no end to the amount ar moienm* trnicn 

■nail be reaflUv obtained for thia purpote. The great need it a place tn irhlch thei/ 

ean be safety kept and contienienlI</ exhibited. 

In his leading editorial. Volume One, Number One, Annals 
OF Iowa, Third Series, Mr. Aldrich published the following : 

A PRELIMINARY NOTE. 



> Des Moines, a State Historical f. . 

_. _. _ the belief, no doubt, that It would flourish under 

the shadow of our great University, Possibly It might have done so to 
the extent that brilliant success has attended like efforts at the capitals of 
Wisconsin. Kansas and other Western States, but one single and simple 

-1 . -1 essary in every such undertaking was lacking. That 

■- --- — - -nough In the Iowa Historical Societv 

I of information will for a mnmHit 
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doubt The only thing lacking: wae money adequate to Its support and the 
fair and loginal development o€ Ita alma. This was never granted by the 
Legislature. Why not, we will not now attempt to Bet forth. Sufflce It 
. that "the HlnewB of war" were withheld. As a result of this lack 



unstSnted pra _ 

feats Itself In; seeking 

and mementos of ancestors — those who laid the foundations of the Stats 
and later defended the Integrity of the nation on bloody (lelds. Then. In 
their contributions and collections, more than any others— far more than 
those who enjoyed the emolumenta of office — have they preserved nea 
of our early written and printed records r ' — .. 

lent and fruitful labors they deserve and 



THE ANNALS OF IOWA. 

Finl Serifi. In 18«3 they founded, and continued until 1876. "Tlif Anf\al» 
of loica." This was a quarterly magaElne of distinguished merit, and within 
Its pages may be found more facts relating to early Iowa -than can now be 
gleaned from alt other existing sources. Its contents were made up for the 
most part of the recollections of leading men who had borne a part In the 



lellneated or who had known the i 

„ y therein made a record. The regular puon- 

ery excellent work was suspended In ISTG. solely for lack 



of adequate support. 

Beoond fierte*. It was. however, revived In 1B82. by Rev. 8. S. Howe, and 
continued until the close of 1884. Hon. A. R. Fulton, of this city, waa asso- 
ciated with him m lis editorial management In 188S-84. Typographically 
"The Annals" was a beautiful magazine. It was plainly but very neatly 
printed, and for the most part each number contained a flne steel portrait 
of some distinguished Iowa- man.. Volumes of -tMs work have become very 
scarce and command high prices. Many of the numbers are now difficult 
to obtain. Some of them. Indeed, are In demand at fS.OO each. As It looks 
now. the policy which cramped and finally let die so encellent a work is not 
to be commended. It Is one, however, which qulcltly consigns lis own 
authors to the oblivion In which they would bury the memories of all who . 
have gone before. Finally, in the year ISSG a new publication, appearing 
quarterly and called the "/own HiitoHcal Record," was projected by the His- 
torical Society. It Is carefully edited by Dr. EYederIck Lloyd, and Is a 
publication which eminently deserved a remunerative support. Eiach num- 
ber contains Hfty pages, and is Illustrated with a portrait of some distin- 
guished lowan. But Its outside support Is unfortunately most meager and 
the State has done very little to keep It In eilstence. 

But while pecuniary support must be had to Insure the development and 
continuance alike of historical magazines and historical collections anywhere. 
It would seem that this can be secured more easily and naturally at ihB 
Capital than at any other point. At Iowa City the great University con- 
stantly needs and demands appropriations. What It asks Is really a neces- 
sity of the times and of our theories and systems of public education. But 
such large demands in one direction tend almost Invariably to silence thosp 
In every other. This we believe to have been the prime reasoli why the 
Slate has not adequately supported the State Historical Society and Its meri- 
torious work. It la a result of clrcumstaneeH and not one to call for the ■ 
censure of any man or men. ^e believe no one will deny that the Capital . 
Is the proper place for a historical collection. People are dally arriving here 
from all parts of our Stale. They naturally expect to see a great library, , 
works of art throughout the edifice, collections illustrating our growth and 

of all our wars. Nothing more delights the average tax-payer than a mag- 
nificent Capitol building well filled with collections In these v 

lions. Evidence o' "■'- '~ ' — " ' ■""■" 



Third Series, Offers of "Our Publications In Exchange for Yours." are 
constantly coming to the Historical Department of Iowa: and unless some 
work like this should be promptly Issued the Stale would be In the end 
greatly the loser. Through Its pages, and by-reason of Its Influence under 
proper management, It la believed that additions In value far exceeding Its 
cost can be easily and regularly secured. These views were presented to 



zed.yGOOg[e 



ANNALS OF IOWA, THIRD SERIES 



NAME— "ANNALS OP ICWA." 

It was, however. deein«4 ludiclOTiS to retsln- the- name. "ANNALS OF 
IOWA.'- and aocordinKly the rJffht to use it was secured from the owner of 
the copyright at Iowa City. In reTivlnB the pablicatlon it wlil be our aim 
BUI nnly to flUlts pagaa with the best arUcles we can obtain upon all topics 
of Iowa history, but to render it as usefttl as possible in building up the 
Department of History now in the flrst year of its orKaniiation In our Capi- 
tol. We enter upon this worV with much mlsglvlnK' — with the deepest regret 
that this work had not been commenced under able and lealous manasement 
forty years ago — -but wlTO the determination to make onr labora as valuable 
as possible to the State. 

Mr. Aldrich, who was bom at Ellington, New York, October 
2. 1828, and died at Boone, Iowa, March 8, 1908, was a prac- 
tical printer and a scholar. He spent his entire active life prior to 
his founding of the Historical Department, as the editor and pub- 
lisher of weekly newspapers. At the same time he studied an(i 
contributed articles to journals and magazines upon literature, 
history, natural history and other topics. 

The institution he founded grew while he yet lived, even be- 
yond his own expectations, and was housed in quarters and given 
equipment he had implored the General Assembly to provide, 
at a cost of nearly a half million dollars. The collections, includ- 
ing his own magnificent gifts, have a value far beyond this 
princely amount. 

In conducting the Annals of Iowa, Mr. Aldrich suggested 
titles to many of his contributors and in the case of many others, 
rendered various services. The most accurate and trustworthy 
writers have been by him gently but firmly challenged and often 
corrected both in fact and in language. Until his health 
failed, not a word or line passed to the printer without his ap- 
proval and no form was locked without his O. K. 

Miss Mary R. Whitcomb became Assistant Curator in 1894, 
and placed her loyal spirit, finished education and marvelous in- 
dustry wholly under the direction and influence of Mr. 
Aldrich. The merit of the journal varied little if any when its 
editor in his later years found it at times impossible to 
execute to his own satisfaction the exacting editorial demands 
of his strong will. Thus he collected and published for sixteen 
years in accordance with his plan, bringing into imperishable 
form and within the reach of all a mass of indispensable data up- 
on Iowa history. What labor and pains it cost, the public will 
never know. But it is clear that in exchange returns, in the edi- 
torial comiiient, in the nearly eight hundred articles and four 
hundred illustrations, the people of the State received the most 
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from Charles Aldrich during his lifetime it had yet received 
from any man, 

THE INDEX. 

During his last year Mr. Aldrich planned as the valedictory 
effort of his literary life, an index to what he deemed his crown- 
ing work, his Annals of Iowa. The ideas of Mr. Aldrich and 
of Miss Whitcomb for an index were gathered together by Miss 
Alice M. Steele, Assistant Curator, and some preliminary 
work was done by her. Notwithstanding the occurrence 
of the death of Mr. Aldrich, the expansion of the col- 
lections throughout the new Historical Building into four 
times the space they had previously occupied, and the 
death of Miss Whitcomb all within thirteen months. Miss 
Steele nevertheless advanced the index. Following the 
death of Miss Whitcomb the work of Mr. Aldrich and 
Miss Whitcomb was divided between MiSs Steele and the writer, 
who had been appointed Assistant Curator in the spring of 1907 
and had assumed the responsibihty of management on March 14, 
1908, under a resolution of the Board of Trustees, as follows: 

Moved that In view of the death of Curator Charles Aldrich that - the 
Historical Department of the State Library and of the Museum, the Art 
Gallery, the newspapers and the historical perlodli^als. be placed In cbaree 
of Mr. E. R. Harlan, the assistant to the Curator, during the pleasure of the 
Board and until the vacancy In the office Is tilled with all the powers granted 
by law to the Curator of the Museum and Art Gallery. 

Miss Steele labored valiantly the while with the Index 
compilation and, in addition to her other onerous duties, had 
finished volumes one to seven when she retired from the work 
in November, 1910, the untinished compiling and the "small 
editing" being assigned to Miss Alice Marple, whose labors 
with the staff began upon the retirement of Miss Steele and 
continue to the present time. 

The work is issued by direction of the Board of Trustees for 
the joint purpose of commemorating the life of Mr. Aldrich 
and of conferring upon the general public the benefit of 
an adequate and accurate index to his invaluable labors. 

Edgar R. Harlan, 
Curator. 
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The index proper includes authors, subjects and titles. 

Index of illustrations follows the general index. 

Titles of books and articles have principal words capitalized. 

The volume number is black face. 

The page number is six point Roman. 
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